
26th Congress, Rep. No. 276. Ho. op Reps. 
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JOHN M. BAKER. 

March 9, 1840. 
Read, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. Everett, of Yermont, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, sub¬ 
mitted the following 

REPORT: 
* 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom the petition of John M. Baker 
was referred, submit the following report: 

The only claim of the petitioner on which any material testimony is 
produced, is for compensation for services appropriate to the office of charge 
d’affaires, while consul at Rio Janeiro, from the 8th of April, 1834, to the 
13th of January, 1835. 

On the 8th of April, 1834, Ethan A. Brown, charge d’affaires at Rio Ja¬ 
neiro, on his recall, placed the archives of his office in the custody of the 
petitioner, who, until the arrival of his successor, on the 13th of January, 
1835, occasionally performed services appropriate to the office of charge 
d’affaires ; that, by the correspondence by him furnished, it appears that 
those services were not of great importance or extent. It appears, how¬ 
ever, from a communication from the Department of State, that the peti¬ 
tioner, at the time of receiving the custody of the archives, was informed 
by Mr. Brown, by direction of the Secretary of State, “ that, by being made 
their depositary until the return of a successor, he was not to consider 
himself authorized to enter into diplomatic correspondence with the Gov¬ 
ernment of Brazil, or to expect compensation as a diplomatic agent;” and 
it further appears that he has been paid $265 54 for his expenses while 
charged with the keeping of the archives. 

The committee report that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be 
granted. 

Department of State, 
Washington, January 23, 1840. 

Sir: In answer to the inquiries in your letter of the 21st instant, I com¬ 
municate extracts from the files of this department, showing that the al¬ 
lowance of compensation to Mr. Baker for diplomatic services was not 
contemplated; and that, for such expenses as he incurred in keeping the 
archives of our legation at Rio Janeiro, an account was, in May, 1838, pre¬ 
sented at this department, and paid, 

The papers are herewith returned. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hon. H. Everett, 

House of Representatives. 
Blair & Rives, printers. j 



& Rep. No. 276. 

Memorandum of 'payment to John Martin Baker, late consul at Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro, for expenses incurt'ed while charged with keeping the archives of the 
legation to Brazil, paid May 31, 1838. 

For rent of two rooms for the safe deposite of the books, ar¬ 
chives, and furniture of the legation at Brazil, from their 
reception from Mr. Brown to their delivery to Mr. Hunter rees 338,888 

Expenses paid on removing the archives from Mr. Brown’s 8,900 
Expenses paid on removing them to Mr. Hunter’s - 16,000 

Rees 363,788 

At 1,370 rees to the dollar - - $265 54 

[extract.] 

Mr. Me Lane, Secretary of State, to Mr. Brown, charge d’affaires of the 
United States at Rio de Janeiro. 

Department of State, 
Washington, December 19, 1833. 

m m m # * 
The seal, hooks, and archives of the legation, you may commit to the 

care of Mr. Baker, our consul at Rio de Janeiro ; hut you will tell him that, 
by being made their depositary until the arrival of your successor, he must 
not consider himself authorized to enter into diplomatic correspondence 
with the Government of Brazil, or to expect compensation as a diplomatic 
agent. 

# * m m m 

Air. Broicn to Air. Baker. 

Legation of the United States, 
Rio de Janeiro, April 8, 1834. 

Sir: The letter of the Secretary of State, communicating the President’s 
leave for me to close my mission to Brazil contains the following para- > 
graph: 

“ The seal, books, and archives of the legation, you may commit to the 
care of Mr. Baker, our consul at Rio de Janeiro ; but you will tell him that, 
by being made their depositary until the arrival of your successor, he must 
not consider himself authorized to enter into diplomatic correspondence 
with the Government of Brazil, or to expect compensation as a diplomatic 
:agent.” 

I deliver to your care, accordingly, the property of the United States in 
this legation, with a list of the particulars ; requesting that, when you shall 
have verified the same, you will be pleased to sign triplicates of an inven¬ 
tory of those effects, of which one is to remain in the archives of the le¬ 
gation, and the other two to be transmitted to the Department of State. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ETHAN A. BROWN. 

John Martin Baker, Esq., 
Consul of the United States at Rio de Janeiro. 
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